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Brisbane Catholic Education is a faith-filled

learning community creating a better future

Celebrating our Catholic culture

We celebrate our faith, giving witness to God's hope of promoting the dignity
of every person, by:

e embodying a contempaorary Catholic world-view
o nurtuning a personal relationshipwith Jesus

® achvocating equity and justice

e growing inclusion and diversity

® driving ecological action.

Inspiring a love of learning

We Inspire each learner to grow and succeed in a changing world, by

maximising learning growth for each leamer

Qur vision is enlivened through five focus areas:
L
» engaging learners in desp learming
» responding to learner voice
.

I developing young people as local and global citizens.
Cultivating a connected community
We cultivate partnerships for the benefit of allmemibers in the community, by
* engaging all families as partners
® prioritising wellbeing
# despening school and parish partnershios
L]

partnering with external organisations.
Nurturing a professional workforce
W nurture and grow staf to improve young people's learning exgernience, oy
&@] ® developing staff through formaticn
» creating meaningful carser paths
® building a collzboratve culture

® enhancing teacher quality
® empowernng leaders,

Embracing change and continuous improvement
W embrace change and drive continuous improvement for a thriving future, by

® pursuing innovative and high guality practices
® crealing an environment respensive to change
» r=flecting and evalusting performance

® focusing on sustainable rescurcing.




ST. COLUMBA'S

Catholic Primary School WILSTON
Mission Statement

At St. Columba's we provide a comprehensive education in the
Catholic tradition based on the spirit of our founders, the Sisters of the
Good Samaritan. We offer opportunity for every child in academic,

sporting and cultural endeavours and we strive to maximise each
child's potential with excellence and care in our teaching.

We cherish enduring relationships between our school, our parish and

our community as we live the Benedictine values of:
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WELCOME TO PROSPECTIVE PARENTS AND STUDENTS

Itismy honourt o wel come you to St Columbads Primary School, Wil stor
community since 1917. Operating in partnership with our parish priest Fr Inemelandu and the wider parish community, St
Col umbabds i s r eiding gighiguwldgydinclusove edycationvin the Catholic tradition.

St Columbaébés was founded by the Good Samaritan Sisters and o
changed. It has continued to build on the traditions established by the Good Samaritan Sisters. Their spirit of compassion

and justice still flows through our school community today and is further strengthened by the traditions established by the

parent s, staff and children. St Col umb a 6 e resognise tiatelaadhand wher e
every member of our community is the face of God to all that they meet.

Our school is committed to meeting the challenges of education today and in the future in order to provide students with

the skills necessary to progress further along their life-long journey of education and learning. We believe that for a

student6s education to be successful there needs to be produ:
teachers, built on the principles of TRUST, COLLABORATION and ENQUIRY. We should trust each other to fulfil our

obligations, work together and ask questions if issues arise. Together we will provide every student with the high quality

education they seek.

We cater for students in the primary years from Prep to Year 6. We believe that every child can learn and we wish to
ensure that all children have an inbuilt love of learning and that this continues for a lifetime. Whilst our school has a heavy
emphasis on the teaching of Numeracy and Literacy and ensuring all children have the foundational knowledge preparing
them for a wide scope of learning, we also wish to have children develop culturally, physically, emotionally and spiritually
so they are prepared to meet the challenges of the 21st century. Our schoolwide 1 to 1 iPad/ laptop program ensures that
our children have the necessary information technology and communication skills to allow them to be active technical
citizens.

Physically, St . Col umbabds has si gn ialnaostemht million dotahs @afmeneddildingn t he |
and facilities. These projects are part of a long-term strategy to meet enrolment demand and to continue to develop

modern first-class educational facilities to meet all the challenges that the 21st century brings. More new buildings are

planned for 2022/2023.

Our handbook attempts to capture some of the beliefs and practices of the school, which have their origins within the
school 6s story. While it covers key itiasr Rathes itis meant ab a guile toadldw at t e mj
you, to gain a sense of what St. Col umbabdés Primary School i s

website; waww.stcolumbaswilston.gld.edu.au

| welcome and encourage you to allow us the opportunity to show you our wonderful school. | look forward to you being
partofthest ory of St Columbads and contribute to the school 6s ongcg

Andrew Oberthur

Principal



http://www.stcolumbaswilston.qld.edu.au/

A MESSAGE FROM YOUR PARISH PRIEST

Many years ago, there arose the need for a catholic school in Wilston that would give local Catholic children an opportunity
to grow in wisdom, to know God and develop a personal relationship with him. With the support of the parish, the Good

Samaritan Sist er s came just on time to fulfill this aspiration and
time tild]l now, St Columbaés Parish has always been committ e
incorporates, academic activities , as wel | as human and spiritual formati on of

formation of our students is well taken care of by our professional, friendly, and dedicated teaching staff whose sole desire
is the progress of your children. Our well-established school board provides support and quality advice to the school
administration, as well as maintaining a strong link between the Parish and the School. Through participation in our parish
Sunday Eucharist and different sacramental programs, the spiritual needs and formation of our students is met. Taking part
in the life of the Parish is not only life giving, it also offers myriad of opportunities to serve and encounter Jesus who came
not to be served but to serve, and he gave His life for all.

We have also a very dynamic Parents and Friends Association. This gives parents a great opportunity to contribute to the

human and spiritual education of their chil dr encialdctivityitakes al s o a
place. | support and participate in the life of the school in various ways and can be approached at any time.

At St Columbaés Parish we strive to be a community of peopl
However to be truly a community of faith, we have to put a bit of ourselves into everything we do. As | look forward to meeting

you in the coming weeks and months, it is my firm belief that working together with renewed strength and dedication, this

school year will be one of loving experience, of success and growth in knowledge and faith for your child.

Fr. Themelandu Uzuegbu
Parish Priest

HOME/SCHOOL/CHURCH PARTNERSHIP

It has long been a premise of Catholic education that parents are the prime educators

of their children, a process which begins from birth. It is especially in those first years

before attendance at school t hat asolidlmsis dos f c
This process, this growth, must continue, obyv
therefore, that parents continue this vital role as the prime educators of their children,

even after formal schooling has begun. In particular, the area of Religious Education can

be greatly enhanced by real and practical co-operation between the parents, the school

and the parish.

St . Columbadés School iGeod @amaritam Ragsp. (Tleelpargnta,r t o f
children and teachers are part of this parish family. Participation in the school should not

stop at the gates, nor should it cease with the bell. Rather, you are invited to immerse yourselves in the parish community.

Above all, you are invited to attend and fully participate in Sunday Mass, which is the centre and source of the Catholic way

of life. Additionally, you may like to find out more about the various organisations, groups and committees active in our

parish. Your involvement in the life of the parish will contributetot he gr owt h of Godds Kingdom in vy
area.

Partof Fr.lhemeUz uegbués work concerns the admini
of the parish, which includes the school. To this end Fr. Iheme

works in close co-operation with the principal who has

responsibility for the running of the school. He is readily available

to teachers and children, especially in spiritual matters.

Fr. Ineme is also willingly available to parents.

Fr Ihemelandu
Uzuegbu
Parish Priest




A WELCOME FROM THE TEACHERS

We, the teachers, thank you for allowing us to share with you the privilege of educating your child. You must surely treat this task
as one of the most demanding, yet very rewarding, duties of parenthood. For our part, we know that what the child learns at school
is largely dependent on what she/he has learnt and is learning at home. For this reason we would hope to have as close an
association as possible between teachers and parents. This collaboration is essential for education to be effective.

We believe that children learn more readily when accepted by a group that is ready to share and show true kindness and
consideration to one another, in all - a Christian community. This is why we work to build a school community consisting of parents,
teachers, the Clergy and the children of the parish.

Because you have chosen to enrol your child at a Catholic school, you must have certain expectations regarding both the religious
education given and the attitudes and values witnessed in the school community.

As to the attitude and value of education, research has shown that this is optimum where home and school are one in attitude and
expectations. Where there is variance between the teachings and expectations of home and school, the child tends to become
confused and may reject both standards.

A realistic look at the twenty-first century child reveals that while they have material advantages and comforts enjoyed by no

previous generation of children, this can be a disadvantage. One fears that the deep and lasting values of the Spirit could be

treated with indifference by the desire to live at the comfort level. The Christian values of love and reverence for the Creator,

concern for the welfare of others rather than demanding service; unselfishness; honesty; the importance of truth; the love of beauty;
tenacity of purpose in pursuing high ideal s; and the wértue ¢
inculcated in both the home and school.

A MESSAGE FROM THE ASSISTANT
PRINCIPAL- RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

Religious Education consists of two distinct but complementary dimensions, namely an Educational
dimension and a Faith Formation dimension.

The Educational dimension is addressed through the classroom teaching and learning of Religion. Within
this context, at St Columbads we aim to promote the deipatel op men!/
as active lifelong learners within the church and community. Guided by the Religious Education Curriculum developed by Brisbane

Catholic Education, teachers involve students in constructing understandings of the Catholic tradition as well as acknowledging

other religious traditions, the nature of religion and its place in life and Australian society. As in other Learning Areas, the teachers

provide their students with opportunities to demonstrate what they know and what they can do with their acquired knowledge in

terms of identified learning outcomes as related to Religious Education. All Catholic schools are required to go through a cyclical

process that validates their Religion program. St . Col umbaés p ar tnihis prqress irQttobenl2@l6 andvallfor | | y i
undertaking another review in the next few years.

The second dimension, FaithFor mat i on, is reflected in the Religious Life of
Col u mbve émsleavour to nurture a st udent ds Religious Lifelyeachpbedassibegneand i n s e\
concludes its day with prayer. Secondly, throughout the year, all year levels and/or classes are given opportunities to celebrate the

Eucharist (mass). These celebrations usually draw on themes being explored in the classroom teaching of Religious Education.

In addition, we gather as a whole school community during the
Day in June, and to celebrate the end of the school year in December. Further, as a school community, we aim to assist those in

need by supporting charities such as Caritas, Catholic Mission, St Vincent de Paul and the Good Samaritan Foundation. To
enhance our studentsd participation in | itur gighttalearn@amlpracice at i ons
sacred songs with the Assistant Principal - Religious Education. A warm invitation is extended to everyone in our school community

to join us, when appropriate, in our Eucharistic and prayer celebrations.




SACRAMENTAL PROGRAMME

Sacramental Preparation Programs are parish based with appropriate input from the Assistant Principal - Religious
Education and class teachers.

In keeping with the updated Sacramental Policy of the Brisbane Archdiocese there has been a consequential change in the
timing of the sacraments of Confirmation, First Eucharist and Penance. In the year that a child turns 8 (typically Year 3) they
are sealed with the gifts of the Holy Spirit in the Sacrament of Confirmation, administered by the Bishop or one of his
delegates. In the following year, children are welcomed at the table of the Lord in the Sacrament of First Eucharist, signaling
the completion of the Sacraments of Initiation. Children participate in the Sacrament of Penance as part of a two-step
process. In the year that a child receives First Eucharist, they will also participate in a simple second rite of Penance in
preparation for First Eucharist. In the year following, children experience the Sacrament of Penance at a deeper and more
personal level, through the first rite (individual confession) as a way of further understanding what it truly means to examine
their conscience.

The immediate preparation for each of the three sacraments mentioned above will involve primarily the parents, Parish
Sacramental Team and, to a lesser degree, teachers. Parents who wish their children to receive the sacraments will be
required to attend preparation sessions. At each of these sessions, there will be instruction from the priest or delegated
other on some aspect of the sacrament, and an explanation to parents about how to use the support material provided in
their childés period of preparation. Active partici patoni

Parents of a child in the years where one or other of these sacraments may be received will be asked to formally enrol their
child to receive that sacrament in that year. This recognises the fact that parents are in the best position to decide on the
readiness of their children for the sacraments. The process of discernment may also include the parish priest, the school
principal, teachers directly involved in the Religious Education of the children, and the Parish Sacramental Team.

Sacramental programs have three elements: -
- parents ghare their fajth with their child

- teachers and Parish provide catechetical instruction for the child
- and the Parish celebrates the sacraments with the children and their families.

These three elements are equally important in the preparation of the children for the sacraments.

In school, teaching pertaining to the sacraments, contained in the Religious Education Syllabus progresses over seven
years as children develop a deeper understanding of the sacraments and their place in their lives.

by



LEARNING AND TEACHING, INCLUDING C URRICULUM

At St Columbads School
Teaching and Learning Framework, which notes:

, our Vision for Teaching and Learning

Learning and Teaching Framework

Our Beliefs are:

+ every leamer s created in the image and likeness of God and inspired +everylearneris lifelong leamer, with a desire to search for truth and do
by the spirit. responds with passion and creativity to lfe what is right; accountable for choices and responsible for actions

+  every leaner seeks to find meaning in life and leaming and in the « every leamer can acheive success in life and learmning where diversity
Catholic Christian Tradition we find meaning in the person and is valued and shared wisdom contributes to decision-making that
teachings of Jesus to grow as pilgrm people enriches and enlivens ourworld

« every leamer is in some respect, like all others, lke some w + every leamer brings to the learning expenence their own
others, like no other and we respond creatively. flexibily and e richly diverse life journey to contribute to a communtty in
with a futures onentation to ensure dignity and justice for all

. communion, empowered by the Spirit to be at the service
Believe

of others.

Our Goal
Teaching is:

- aministry and invokes a commitment to live
out the mission of Jesus

Learning is:
inextricably linked with living Ufe to the full
personal, relational and communal

+relational with a shared responsibility to
educate for the common good

and informed leamers; »  visible, active and interactive to create
empowered to shape knowledge and meaning
visible, explicit and responsive, ol e

creating equity and excellence for We i we
all leamers.

F 4

/

e g, Y
Py, g,
D e A
and o e R et - otk e, ~,
Valye o MM bt 820 g 0 O v e e ,:-.;- -:’"....:"“"‘“ \:'::"\
G being 5 ‘way of being as a school are 0, W“%w"“ ol — ——— sy '~.,(_~.
uwk commitment Catholic eI . 1 * e tnacting. g,
€ Christian :’-:-tm::umd""'““ i W“M::“"\"::: "“‘.‘:w--'ﬂ"h""“"‘._ £ e ""::"“':..*\
ity 5 forow et TN onet O o™ T e * o e e S e 4 s, e T N
With  Giory Abwoys’, and with deep respect o i i, Wt - S oy e,
"espect g, Benedictine traditions. Within this s et ™ ww“"‘"‘el“' g e R 7"'%::’\"'
the recognition of all being crested in the uLM\o“"v::"“"‘w o-‘""":"q-m.' - ———— N'».:;
0 and Theness of God and inspired by e W g Wt e, s L e ™ e,
Tadition with our valoe of stewardship 30 y0q a0d - e — >y, W
together . . ety 5
- Tt ISR NN
ol -~ .
mwrv"':‘#u-‘ an e e s WA ke "'N:.'.':-q\“'
We value Pt R o es bt et i B e O
= o w""";‘:r « s o Som el i
M o e Tt AR e gy g,
that Every learmer et WO ot s s o St by -~y P 2N
ever, entitied to el w“m‘::w  Far st e - ..::;M_,:.;\
Person achievement and SUccess e W ot o g ond Wahd o ¥y g oYy
an W.‘nf‘“’“ g \o o iy Sy -
Achieye within the lesrniog : o,
e g e C o Smmen., i
e, 5 oot e o e SR e e, ™ e
ning o T e — .::x\\
N ok ™ . . E?
- o e o,
Mw"“‘ S oo T, = T oy M’"K,
We o e e e et o . e
Value higl, - are founded 00 vt o i it :"n..,’”:s:’m
Learning and teachieg aeop™ B oo e e .
%lem receptiveness o the needs of all <™ w“"“’m::w'“‘rﬂ"‘& Z,--:“’:J:‘——""‘" e v t:':""":”’ L
Bt s e e eI
n these needs. ThiS Jearid v iy et ety > 8
& " Bivoafyivpman e Rttt o~ o e T,
X , Within - o A g v
u@,q‘."v! Mmmmnmm“ -‘M\:‘#nw V“_loan(luding!xampl(‘sloilluslratee """*::“"’"w #
and this. there is consideration po ur e ac) o
Mutuall, S S Leaching 308 ersion © nd challenges, Visit our school webgjy, - *2lue, ,
ac national, state and local systemic jet V' joilities ilston.qld.ed =
earning. ) 0sS! \ mbaswilsto .qid.edu.au
Ountable Learning priorities to achieve quaity For 37 s P steolu
WWW-




= =4

= = =4 = =4 =

THE MPARNTWE DECLARATION

[ ) aration released in December 2019, sets
the national vision and goals for educatlon for all Australlans agreed on by all education ministers in Australia. It replaces
the Melbourne Declaration.

The Mparntwe Declaration outlines two goals similar to the 2008 Melbourne Declaration:

The Australian education system promotes excellence and equity.
All young Australians become confident and creative individuals, successful lifelong learners, and active and informed
members of the community.

WHATO6S NEW I N THE MPARNTWE

The Mparntwe Declaration presents new and reframed commitments, including, but not limited to, the following key areas:

A student-centred, holistic approach to education, recognising that students have different strengths, needs and
backgrounds, emphasizing the importance of meeting these individual needs with a focus on student progress

and growth regardless of the starting point. The focus is unlockinga | | | epatentakanddessuring they
experience success, including those who may be disadvantaged and/or Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
students. This is especially necessary in primary school so that a strong foundation is established to ensure continued
learning success in school and throughout life.

Educationds rol e in sdmeEmpahealthof guny peeplewra inlbwlding thejr cagacity to be
resilient; recognizing, adapting to, and managing change.

A call to celebrate and learn from Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander cultures, knowledge and histories.

The importance of learning throughout life from early childhood onward, the need for effective transitions between all
stages of learning and for students to be prepared for future, diverse pathways.

The importance of stronger partnerships with parents, carers, families and local and global communities.

An increased emphasis on 6 s csKills @ssential for young people to be contributing members of local and global
communities, who have the capacity to affect positive change and thrive in a changing world.

The necessity of developing effective systems to assess student, school and nation-wide progress.

St . C o |teachérsaplars, teach, assess and report using the Australian National Curriculum and the Religious Education
Curriculum approved by the Archdiocese of Brisbane.

Staff follow a model of pedagogy that strives to;

U  Focus on learners and their learning by analyzing student data

U  Establish clear learning intentions and success criteria so learning is clear to students

U Activate student prior knowledge and provide students with multiple opportunities for practice as well as
demonstrate their ability

U Respond to student learning with feedback that moves learning forward

U  Evaluate the effectiveness of the teaching and learning

The following curriculum learning areas are taught by general Classroom teachers of all year levels (unless otherwise
stated);

i Religious Education

i  English

i Mathematics

i Science

U Humanities and Social Sciences (HASS) i History, Geography and Civics and Citizenship

U  Technologies i Digital and Design Technology

U The Artsi Visual Arts, Dance and Media Arts, Drama (all Year levels)
U Health (Prepi Year 2)

DE



https://docs.education.gov.au/system/files/doc/other/final_-_alice_springs_declaration_-_17_february_2020_security_removed.pdf
http://www.curriculum.edu.au/verve/_resources/National_Declaration_on_the_Educational_Goals_for_Young_Australians.pdf
https://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/
https://curriculum.bne.catholic.edu.au/Curriculum/LearningArea?learningAreaName=Religious%20Education
https://curriculum.bne.catholic.edu.au/Curriculum/LearningArea?learningAreaName=Religious%20Education

The following curriculum learning areas are taught by specialist teachers

U  The Artsi Music (All year levels)

Physical Education (all year levels)

Health (Years 371 6)

Language Other than English i Italian (Years P-6)

| ety et e

In the Australian Curriculum, capability encompasses knowledge, skills, behaviours and dispositions. Students develop
capability when they apply knowledge and skills confidently, effectively and appropriately in complex and changing
circumstances, in their learning at school and in their lives outside school.

We further acknowledge and value these General Capabilities of:

Literacy

Numeracy

Information and communication technology capability
Critical and creative thinking

Personal and social capability

Ethical understanding

Intercultural understanding.

OOoooooo

These sit hand in hand with the Cross Curricular Priorities of:

O Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander histories and cultures
O Asia and Australiads engagement with Asi a
O Sustainability

In alignment with the general capabilities of the Australian National Curriculum, a variety of technology is embedded across
all learning areas.

These General Capabilities and Cross Curricular Priorities are developed in relation to each of the Learning Area Curricula
developed by ACARA, the Queensland Curriculum & Assessment Authority (QCAA) and Brisbane Catholic Education.

In teaching and learning, the focus is on the learner: what the learner knows (content), what the learner can do with this
knowledge (competence) and what the learner can be like (confidence).

Teachers plan programs consistent with the General Capabilities, the Cross Curricular Priorities, and the Learning Area
Curriculum. This is accompanied by our growing embracing of the spirit of both the Archdiocesan Vision, together with our
s ¢ h o ¥idiod ®r Learning and Teaching. A Primary Learning Leader assists classroom teachers with the development of
school programs.

To support classroom teachers, a number of specialist teachers provide students with expertise in given areas as outlined
above.l n addi ti on, SiSupgba Teacmds alrilasivénEdgcatian who provides support for students who have
particular educational needs.

Teachers at St Columbadés School are progressive in their atti
through professional development to enhance teaching and learning. The curriculum development process is therefore one
of continualrevi ew and refinement. However, 6the basicsd6 remain a fu

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

Keeping in mind the vision of Catholic Education and the eth
thecur ri culum and the Iife of the school . Rel i gious Education
Catholic tradition. This aim promotes the development of knowledge, skills and values, which students need to participate

as active life-long learners. Religious Education as a key learning area has been organised into four strands: Beliefs,

Christian Life, Church and Sacred Texts.



https://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/f-10-curriculum/general-capabilities/

ENGLISH

The knowledge, understanding and skills students will learn in the English curriculum are organised into developmental
sequences called strands, these being Language, Literature and Literacy. These strands are inter-related and inform and
support each other. In planning cohesive programs, teachers combine aspects of learning in each strand in different ways
at different stages of learning. Each strand focuses on developing the receptive skills of Listening, Reading and Viewing, as
well as the productive skills of Speaking, Writing and Creating.

MATHEMATICS

In Mathematics, students learn to use ideas about: Number and Algebra, Measurement and Geometry and Statistics and
Probability. These are supported by the proficiency strands of Understanding, Fluency, Problem Solving and Reasoning.
Students engage in learning experiences that develop mathematical thinking, deep conceptual understanding, competence
and confidence in the application of Mathematics.

SCIENCE

The Science curriculum provides opportunities for students to develop an understanding of Science, its contribution to our
culture and society, and its application to our lives. The Science curriculum is organised around three interrelated strands:
Science Understanding (with the four sub strands of Biological, Physical, Chemical and Earth & Space Sciences); Science
Inquiry Skills; and Science as a Human Endeavour. The three strands of the Science curriculum are interrelated and provide
students with understanding, knowledge and skills through which they can develop a scientific view of the world. The Science
curriculum emphasizes inquiry-based teaching and learning.

HASS (HUMANITIES AND SOCIAL SCIENCES)

The humanities and social sciences are the study of human behaviour and interaction in social, cultural, environmental,
economic and political contexts. The humanities and social sciences have a historical and contemporary focus, from
personal to global contexts, and consider challenges for the future.

In the Australian Curriculum, the Humanities and Social Sciences learning area
includes a connected study of history, geography, civics and citizenship and
economics and business.

Through studying Humanities and Social Sciences, students will develop the ability
to question, think critically, solve problems, communicate effectively, make
decisions and adapt to change. Thinking about and responding to issues requires
an understanding of the key historical, geographical, political, economic and
societal factors involved, and how these different factors interrelate.

The Humanities and Social Science subjects in the Australian Curriculum provide a broad understanding of the world in
which we live, and how people can participate as active and informed citizens with high-level skills needed for the 21st
century.

THE ARTS

At St . Columbaés School we acknowledge that children shoul d
appropriate to each year level. Through this exposure, the students grow in their appreciation of The Arts. The Australian
Curriculum The Arts comprises five subjects: Music, Visual Arts, Media Arts, Drama and Dance, which are related, yet

distinct. Content descriptions in each Arts subject are organised into Knowledge of the given domain, as well as the Skills,
Techniques and Processes used.




TECHNOLOGY

Technology, as a learning area, provides students with opportunities to engage
in Design and Technologies and Digital Technologies. The Australian
Technologies Curriculum is looking to identify distinct knowledge, understanding
and skills, allowing students to develop a comprehensive understanding of
traditional, contemporary and emerging technologies.

The school 6s ntareisvow flally wireléss usisgtCisan technology.
In 2013 with support from the P&F, a new wireless outdoor environment was
completed. With the ability to take learning from the classroom to the outdoors
it gives our students opportunities not previously available.

Al | St Columbadés classrooms have wir
the ability to project from a variety of digital devices e.g. PC, Apple laptops,
iPads, iPhones, iTouches and/or sound equipment. In 2013 our 1-to-1 laptop
program commenced with our Year 4 students. Following its success, 2014 saw
the roll out of our 1 to 1 iPad program for students in Years 1 to 3. By the middle
of 2017 every student from Years 1-6 had their own personal digital device to use at school. The school also provides
adequate computers, laptops and tablets to the remainder of the school community, accessed through the library. A review
of this program took place in 2019, with a decision reached to commence the 1:1 iPad program in Year 2 from the
commencement of 2020. Students will still have shared devices to be used as required at a ratio of 1:2 from Prep.

dDj ect

Research is clear that todays6 students are disadvantaged
learning. As a result, planning towards our IT infrastructure must be designed to ensure the school is capable in dealing with
large volumes of personal digital devices. We acknowledge that we must be aware of the new IT developments, trends and
research when making decisions that will affect our learners.

St Columbaés I T infrastructure i s morerehohtheprofessisnal gusdantetfrana r e
Brisbane Catholic Education who employ IT specialists and teachers who understand the needs and issues schools are

often faced with. The school also employs an IT Coordinator and a privately sourced IT solutions company to ensure we

have a safe, reliable and strong network at all times.

LANGUAGE OTHER THAN ENGLISH (LOTE)

LOTE is the area of the curriculum where students develop the knowledge, skills and understandings to communicate
effectively and appropriately in a language other than English.

The focus of this key learning area is on communication. Communication involves comprehending and composing in written
and spoken modes in a language other than English. Italian has been our LOTE for many years, is a relatively easy language
to learn, and as such provides children with a successful base from which they may be encouraged to attempt another
language later. Children in Prep i 6 are taught Italian by a Specialist Teacher.

HEALTH AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION

At St . CSchoolmde euérently have three part time specialist Physical Education teachers who conduct lessons in
all year levels. An active Physical Education program instructing all classes in a variety of physical skills and developmental
activities operates throughout the school. The program includes elements of daily fithess and experiences of a wide variety
of sport in regular skills lessons. In addition to this, children in the upper school are involved in a sports program with other
schools, usually during Terms 2 and 3.

Students participate in an extensive swimming program by experienced coaches in either Term 1 or 4. Areas covered include
stroke correction and lifesaving.
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Prep, Year One and Year Two students participate in a Perceptual Motor Program. The program provides multi-sensory
experiences which give the children a wide range of experiences in seeing, hearing, touching, making perceptual judgements
and reacting to stimuli and surroundings.

Children in Years 3-6 participate in an extensive inter-school sporting program involving a cluster of schools from the local
area. The carnivals vary, but may include i swimming, cross country, netball, touch football and volleyball.

St. Columbads school is also part of the Brisbane Citen
in Years 5-6 (at this stage) to be chosen for a particular sport at a higher representative level. Sports range from Rugby
League, Soccer and Netball to Swimming and Athletics. Brisbane City Districts is open to all students in State, Catholic and
Private Schools, upon payment of an affiliation fee. From these district carnivals, children are selected to compete at
Metropolitan North then State School carnivals.

Catholic Primary Schools Sportdéds Association (C.P.

The C.P.S.S.A. organise sport for schools on a regional basis. Our school is a member of Zone 4. Annual carnivals for
swimming, athletics and cross country are organised and some children are selected to represent our school at these
carnivals.

Swimming

All children will receive their lessons in either first or fourth term depending on their year level. Swimming coaches are
employed, and the childrenbés tuition fee is included in the
Education program it is expected that all children participate. If children are not swimming, a letter clearly stating the reason
for non-participation must be sent for each lesson missed. Swimming carnivals are held for all children (except Prep) and
from the upper school carnival, students are selected for representative teams.

Athletics

All children are involved in our school athletics program and a carnival for the Prep to Year 2 classes is held in third term.
Year 3 to 6 students have their carnival at an off-site venue, also in Term 3. School representatives are chosen to compete
in the zone carnival held shortly afterwards.

Inter-School Sport

A variety of sporting opportunities are offered to students in Years 3-6 throughout the course of the year.
Children are given the opportunity to participate in inter school sports with local Catholic schools. The games
played vary from year to year, but the emphasis is on friendly competition. Associated costs are included in the
annual levy.

PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME

Each teacher encourages and nurtures the children in recognising their individual worth and developing strong self-esteem.
By developing a pride in themselves, our students develop a sense of pride in their school - a place where they belong and
are cared for. This is further enhanced by the programs which operate throughout the school and is now guided by the new
BCE Relationships and Sexuality Education Shape Paper.

At St Columbabds t her e-asenseafcanmuniynTe childrancace lactivelp encouraged to take pride
in their school and to take care of the grounds, buildings and equipment. There is active participation in the community and
a raising of awareness to the needs of others through special research projects or fundraising activities with presentations
at school assemblies.
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St. Columbads al so e pataxdemal providers tosassjstpndhe telivery of gpecific professional and life
learning experiences, relating to relationships and sexuality education, to our Year 4, 5, & 6 students each year. This typically
occurs in Term 3 of the school year.

ASSESSMENT, REPORTING AND PORTFOLIOS

ASSESSMENT
At St Columbaés School the values that wunderlie our assessme]
social justice
equity,
participation,
stewardship T a just and effective use of resources
critical reflection.

We believe the purpose of assessment is...

1 todevelop partnerships between parents, teachers and students to encourage reflection and shape
future learning

to be summative, formative, on-going and never-ending

to make a quality judgement about a studentds achi
to improve learning and teaching

to provide an indicator of students who may need support

to identify the need for the selection of future resources and curriculum materials

to confirm student learning

to evaluate the learning process and inform and guide future planning

to support all students in their learning journey

to inform students, teachers, parents/carers, and other stakeholders about areas of assistance
needed to enhance learning

1 to provide a diverse range of opportunities/tools of assessment to demonstrate learning outcomes
1 to provide a basis for program evaluation and curriculum development
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We believe the principles of assessment include:

Is underpinned by equity principles. It takes account of the diverse
As I part of the learning
cycle, it makes a positive contribution to each student’s learning.

for all students.

‘what they understand, know and can do?

Does the allow for for all - that is, Is it
elu div and learning needs?

Al confident that they the intent and specific
requirements of the assessment.

P Assessment is aligned with curriculum, pedagogy and reporting.
Quality has curricular and validity - what is taught
Informs what Is assessed, and what Is assessed informs what is reported.

Does the assessment opportunity provide relevant contexts for learning?
agenuine purpose?

purpose

paseq-22uapiAg

Assessment is a purposeful collection of students’ knowledge, understanding and skills used to inform teaching
and improve learning. It provides evidence that enables jJudgements to be made about the students’ learning.




Assessment is carried out on a continuing basis and is made up of formal observations and professional judgements by the
teacher as well as periodic testing. As a school community we value the concept of consistency of teacher judgement.
Consequently, we take time to discuss within and across year levels, as well as across schools, our judgements of student
achievement.

REPORTING

Reporting is viewed as an important and i ntegr al part of teaching and |l earning
many and varied opportunities throughout the year to receiyv
Parent/teacher information evenings, school andclass news | et ter s, assemblies, the schoo

celebrations of learning, parent/teacher/child conferences, interim reports, viewing and discussion of portfolios of student
work, and formal report cards are some of the ways in which staff members endeavour to keep parents informed about
student learning. We seek to support the home and value our school working in partnership with parents and carers to foster
each childdés devel opment.

At the beginning of the school year, all families will be advised about the reporting processes that are used across the school
in each of the four terms. Parents can request interviews at any time throughout the year by advance appointment for the
convenience of both parent and teacher.

Typically, at the end of the first term, an opportunity will be provided to meet with each class teacher in the Parent-teacher

Meeting. These meetings are, of necessity, brief but should further time be needed, a subsequent appointment can be made.

You will also receive a written report with further clarification at the end of the First Semester. A second written report is sent

home at the end of the school year (Second Semester). Reporting in this manner is an attempt to have the school and home

work together to support and guide the <child. It helps to affirm a ¢
expectations and identify areas where improved effort on the part of the child is warranted. The interview at the end of Term

One allows for discussion along these lines to set goals for the remainder of the year. Towards the end of Term 3, or at the
beginning of Term 4 (September/October) teachers or parents may seek a second formal interview to discuss aspects of a
childés |l earning tkekanh. miphbs wausidngnabhe teachers to adjust
remainder of the school year. Should you feel that the report at the end of the year reveals areas of weakness which you

feel can be improved, the appropriate step would be to discuss this with both the existing teacher and the new teacher early

in the following year.

With the written Report, each student 6 s-poncsbaleevements are rep

Achieving well above the expected level

Achieving above the expected level

Achieving at the expected level

Achieving below the expected level

Achieving well below the expected level

I'f your child recei gogme drExtpleeitreddchited®masnt i s 0O6just adequate
It indicates that your child has met the state-wide standard expected of children of
their age, at that time of year, and their learning is firmly on track.

PORTFOLIOS

After much research, discussion and professional development, our school community has endorsed the use of Portfolios
to assist us in reporting our studentsd progress.




